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WITH OARS AND SAILS

THE FIRST 75 YEARS OF NEWCASTLE HIGH SCHOOL

Two years of research will culminate next Wednesday with the
launching of a book on the history of the first 75 years of New-
castle High School. Written by Audrey Armitage, the book looks
at the school’s beginnings on The Hill, its division into separate
schools for boys and girls at Waratah and Hamilton, and their
amalgamation. Norm Barney was given a preview of the book.

ORM BARNEY,
Staff Writer

1906, 28 boys and gir]s
were perched on tables
in Room 2 of Newcastle’s
‘Sschoo] on The Hill’ in Tyrrell

ON the morning of June 5,

ere were no chairs, no
blackbourds no school supplies of
any kind; just 28 students and
three teachers.

at June day was spent mostl
doing the standard chores for the
ﬁxst _day ol‘ sehonl issuing books,

arrangements and

umeta ls. nnd writing in the roll
hook.

‘The first name on the roll was
Mina Forbes, and the young girl has
a claim to a niche in the history of
Newecastle. She was No 1 on the roll
of Newcastle High School, the first
selective, co-educational school in
Neweastle.

‘The man who on that June day
iold the students to assemble in

Room 2 was Charles Ram'ay
Smith, nicknamed ‘Caesar’, a man
who, according to Ne
School, The igm 75 Yﬂm was of
‘medium height and spare frame’
with silver-grey hair unrl a_ stiff
white moustache that ‘stood out
from his top lip like a small
veranda’.

It was Smith who was to gu:de
the u:hool through its early

lant the seed that would uvem.

selective and _illustrious h
sl oclx,thenbackwanew
mhonfnl high school

fore 1

‘Caesar’ Smith, the headmaster
who inspired his students and staff
to great achievements in scholar-

ip and sport, and who was the
guiding spirit in those formative
ears of the school, moved to North

book is full of recollections and an-
ecdotes of his time at the school.

He was a punctual man who
each day ate the same lunch — jam
sandwiches and a pint of milk — at

precisely the same time. He was a
eollector of pencils and his study
drawers were always full of them,
sharpened and ready for use.

His successor, William Williams,

did not agree with the competitive
nature of the school in either edu-
cation or sy rt ‘Let the child de-
velop' was. losophy, and con-
sequently, in Wllhlm!l 34 years at
the school, discipline deteriorated.

It was soon restored with the
ap earance of George Saxby, a ‘de-

y religi ous man with a stern
mor who ordered that danc-
mg for the boys and girls be

stopped. He demoted by a year
students found in a local billards
parlour during school hours,

Chm-les Gaffet, a student at the
school between 1922-26 who was
aler to Qeach at Ncwcl.tle

igh,

‘Grey Ghost a hmdmnner whn
rarely associated with us ordinary
mortals’.

He remembers the teachem as
‘different from the

‘very much the Victorian
lsdy dld not stay long. Her place
was taken by Miss Elizabeth Jane

Read, described as one of the ‘lnst
great autocrats’ of the
of Education.

She ruled the school, students
and staff, with a rod of iron. But
she saw the great potential of the
scl ool and guided it towards
P lucing  students that were
‘academicall;
and with standards of unou t and
behaviour which would mark them
forever’. To achieve this she was
fortunate enough to surround her-
self with dedicated teachers.

ames mean nothing on a
printed page by themselves but a
roll call of the teachers who taught
in the early days of Newcastle Girls"

“High School will bring back a flood

of memories for many former

students and helr place on record

the work the staff did for the school

nnd its students.

on them were Miss Marjory
uu:on, later to become

he -ch ress, Hazel
Dawes, F.u Denham,
viadsmouelle McKnb Audrey

Learmonth, Sydna Leslie, "and Ilma
, the latter remembered by
some as ‘a won eccentric,
galleon under full sail’. Others wefe
Mabel Farrell (beMer known as Mrs.

Read’s tﬂ\un and the sch
tumod to kmumg AMk‘ and
to fi

products of the present system.
They were more academic, more

h, more revered, more in-
teresting, more individualistic and
therefore, 1 suppose, less com-
petent’.

g for
the Red C Food for Brmnn,
and the annsr of War Fund.

After the anlnwo shellin
Newcastle in 1942 the ool
hockey field became air-raid tren-
ches, the tempo of knitting picked
up and studeats wm required to

in

who wanted a hlghqwhool sdu
cation for their children sent them
west by mun to Mmtlmd In 1905

ahane &A ok T

“Teachers were

s nmn aandacats

bk
This period had m lighter mo-
ments. During air raid drills the

lslran‘ f‘l‘ol!ll t‘h_e scl:'?ol ‘und laid on




hool with mor

n built.




